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Radiant Life Church 
Discovery Class for New Member Candidates  

 
 
Purpose of the Class:  To provide detailed information concerning the beliefs, mission, vision, 
core values and ministries of the Radiant Life family in order to assist candidates as they discern 
God’s will with regards to church membership. 
 
 
Our History 
 
Radiant Life Church was originally established as Pontiac First Baptist Mission in January of 
1986 by associates of the Columbia Metro and Kershaw Baptist Associations. The congregations 
of Hillcrest Baptist Church and South Beltline Baptist Church also volunteered to co-sponsor the 
mission.  
 
A small group of charter members first met in a home located in the Briarcliff subdivision. The 
mission held the first formal service in a building located on the corner of Two Notch Road and 
Spears Creek Church Road in Pontiac. The South Carolina Baptist Convention provided two 
pastors who shared the pastoral duties of the mission for approximately fourteen months.  
 
In August of 1987, Pontiac First Baptist Mission called Reverend Jerry Evins to be its first 
pastor.  Pastor Evins and his wife J. D. had received their Masters degrees at Golden Gate Baptist 
Theological Seminary.  
 
In August of 1988, the mission purchased a five (5) acre tract of land at the intersection of Old 
Two Notch Road and Bookman Road. While making plans to construct a facility on the property, 
the mission was relocated in November to a storefront facility on Two Notch Road. In March of 
1990, a second storefront facility was obtained to accommodate the growth of the mission.  
 
On June 20, 1991 the mission was officially established as Pontiac First Baptist Church as the 
members celebrated the opening of a new facility at the Old Two Notch Road location. The new 
facility included a worship center, classrooms, kitchen, and offices. The church worshipped and 
grew spiritually and in size under the leadership of Pastor Jerry Evins for approximately three (3) 
years.  
 
In April of 1996, Pastor and Mrs. Evins were called to serve as international missionaries.  The 
church was led by an interim pastor for approximately ten (10) months following the resignation 
Pastor Evans. 
 
In February of 1997, the church called Dr. Clay Shook to serve as the church's second pastor. Dr. 
Shook, his wife Linda, and their children Andy and Laura, began their ministry and were 
successful in helping the church grow spiritually and numerically.  
 
In 2002, a second building was constructed to accommodate the growth of the church. This 
facility included a large area that could be used for multiple activities including worship, 
basketball, banquets, etc. The facility also included numerous classrooms, a dining room, offices, 
and a kitchen.  



In March of 2007, Dr. Shook was called to pastor another church in St. George, South Carolina. 
Dr. Scott Edgar served as Interim Pastor following the resignation of Dr. Shook. 
 
On October 23, 2008, the church called their third and current pastor, Rev. Bob Moore. 

On February 20, 2011, the members of Pontiac First Baptist Church voted to change the church 
name to Radiant Life Church in order to more effectively communicate the nature and mission 
of the church to the surrounding community.  

On February 23, 2011, the members of Radiant Life Church voted to join the Columbia Metro 
Baptist Association in order to facilitate a cooperative ministry relationship with the many 
associational churches in close proximity to the church campus. 
 
Our Pastor and His Family 

 
Bob and Anita Moore are native South Carolinians (Columbia and 
Greenville, respectively) and served for 13 years with the International 
Mission Board, SBC as Church Planters in Venezuela. Their only child, 
Evan, was born in Caracas, Venezuela in 1997.  Prior to their 
international missionary service, Anita was a Special Education teacher 
in several public schools, and Bob served as Associate Pastor for 
Edgewood Baptist Church in Lakeland, FL and First Baptist Church in 

Travelers Rest, SC.  Bob received his undergraduate degree in Psychology from Erskine College 
in Due West, SC and his Masters of Divinity degree from Erskine Theological Seminary. 
 
After their return to the U.S. at the end of 2005, the Moores lived for nearly 3 years in Raleigh, 
NC where Anita continued her work as a teacher and Bob served in workplace missions with 
Corporate Chaplains of America. Anita is currently teaching at Gilbert Elementary and Primary 
Schools in Gilbert, SC. 
 
Our Campus Master Plan 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



Our Leadership 

 Ministry Staff 
Bob Moore  Pastor 
Crystal Wix  Children’s Ministry Director 
Woody Clark  Student Pastor 
Adam Corbett  Worship Ministry Leader 
Johnny Singletary  Facilities Manager 
Jeri Carraway  Administrative Assistant 

 Deacons 
Alan Davis Johnny Singletary 
Tom Deese Doug Wilson  
Joe Dowdell Todd Thornton 
Brian Geoffroy Roger Tomlinson 
John Pitzer    

 Trustees 

Colleen Morrow  Lisa Saville 
Robbie Robertson  Roger Tomlinson 

 Treasurer 
 Jim Corbett 

 Moderator 
 David Burgess 

 Church Clerk 
 Brianna Collins 

 
Our Purpose is to glorify God. 

Our Mission is to lead people into a growing relationship with Jesus Christ. 

Our Strategy is to encourage and equip people to pursue intimacy with God, community with 
insiders, and influence with outsiders. 
. 
 

 Tangible Indicators of Effectiveness: 
o Believers reflect the character and priorities of Jesus 
o The church acts more like the Body of Christ 
o Our community reflects elements of the Kingdom of God as a result of our 

involvement. 

 



Our Core Values 

 We believe that Jesus established the church to make disciples 
who make disciples. This is the ultimate measurement of our 
church’s effectiveness. 

 We believe that making disciples, caring for people and 
serving according to our God-given gifts and abilities happens 
best in the context of small groups. 

 We believe that our members must be growing in their 
personal relationships with Jesus and each other in order to 
effectively fulfill God’s mission for our church. 

 We believe that healthy relationships are guided and sustained by our common need for 
unconditional love, grace, encouragement, accountability and submission to Jesus as 
Lord of our lives. 

 We believe that the ministries of our church must remain relevant and engaged with the 
culture of our community in order to effectively reach the people who live in it. 

 We are committed to the teaching and practice of Biblical truth. 
 The motivation for all that we do is our love and devotion for Jesus Christ. 

 We believe in servant leadership that exalts Christ as the only head of the church. 
 We believe in collaborative decision-making under the guidance of the Holy Spirit. 

Requirements for Membership 

 Personal faith in Jesus Christ. 

 Completion of the Discovery Class for New Member Candidates. 
 Letter of Recommendation from another Baptist church or a church of like faith and 

understanding of church ordinances. 
 When no Letter of Recommendation is obtainable, the church will accept a statement of 

faith and membership in another Baptist church or a church of like faith and 
understanding of church ordinances. 

 Completion of the ordinance of Baptism as a believer in Jesus Christ. 

The Importance of Believer’s Baptism 

I. WHY SHOULD I BE BAPTIZED?  

 A. TO FOLLOW THE EXAMPLE SET BY ____________________ .  

 "At that time Jesus came from Nazareth and was baptized by John in the river." Mark 1:9  

 B. BECAUSE CHRIST ___________________________ IT.  

"Jesus said, `Go then, to all people everywhere and make them My disciples, baptize 
them in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, and then teach them to obey 
everything I have commanded you.'" Matthew 28:19-20  



C. IT DEMONSTRATES THAT I REALLY AM A __________________________.  

"... many of the people who heard him believed and were baptized." Acts 18:8  

"We know that we have come to know Him, if we obey His commands." 1 John 2:3 

II. WHAT IS THE MEANING OF BAPTISM?  

A. IDENTIFICATION WITH CHRIST'S ____________________AND RESURRECTION.  

"Or don't you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into 
His death? We were therefore buried with Him through baptism into death in order that, 
just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a 
new life." Romans 6:3,4  

The Great Commission: "Go make disciples…. baptize them in the name of the Father, 
the Son and the Holy Spirit."  

B. IT SYMBOLIZES MY _____________ ____________________ IN CHRIST.  

 “We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as 
Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new 
life.” Romans 6:4  

1. A New Creation in Christ 

"Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has 
come." 2 Corinthians 5:17  

2. A New Member of the Body of Christ, the Church. 

"Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about three thousand were 
added to their number that day." Acts 2:41  

C. IT RESULTS IN A _________________ _______________________ TOWARD GOD.  

"… and this water symbolizes baptism that now saves you also—not the removal of 
dirt from the body, but the pledge of a good conscience toward God…” (1 Peter 3:21) 

III. WHY BE BAPTIZED BY IMMERSION?  

A. ___________________ WAS BAPTIZED IN THAT WAY.  

"As soon as Jesus was baptized, He went up out of the water." Matthew 3:16  

B.  EVERY BAPTISM IN THE __________________ WAS BY IMMERSION.  

"... then both Philip and the man went down into the water and Philip baptized him. When 
they came up out of the water ... " Acts 8:38-39 

 



C. THE WORD "BAPTIZE" MEANS "TO __________________________WATER".  

The Greek word baptizo means "to immerse or dip".  

D. IMMERSION BEST SYMBOLIZES A BURIAL AND RESURRECTION.  

Church founders and denominational name sakes agree:  

Martin Luther ... (Lutheran) "I would have those who are to be baptized to be entirely 
immersed, as the word imports and the mystery signifies."  

John Calvin ... (Presbyterian) "The word `baptize' signifies to immerse. It is certain that 
immersion was the practice of the ancient church."  

John Wesley ... (Methodist) "Buried with Him, alludes to baptizing by immersion according 
to the custom of the first church."  

Catechism of the Catholic Church, 1994...  

1214 This sacrament is called Baptism, after the central rite by which it is carried out: to 
baptize (Greek baptizien) means to plunge or immerse; the plunge into water symbolizes the 
catechum's burial into Christ's death, from which he rises up by resurrection with Him, as "a 
new creature."  

1239 Baptism is performed in the most expressive way by triple immersion in the baptismal 
water. However, from ancient times it has also been able to be conferred by pouring the 
water three times over the candidate's head.  

1262 Immersion in water symbolizes not only death and purification, but also regeneration 
and renewal.  

IV. WHO SHOULD BE BAPTIZED?   

EVERY PERSON WHO HAS __________________________ IN CHRIST.  

"Those who believed and accepted his message were baptized." Acts 2:41  

"Simon himself believed and was baptized..." Acts 8:13  

"But when they believed Philip as he preached the Good News ... and the name of Jesus 
Christ, they were baptized, both men and women." Acts 8:12  

NOTE: At Radiant Life Church, we baptize children only when they are old enough to 
clearly understand the consequences of their sin and can make a personal commitment to 
Christ by repentance and faith.  Of course, this “age of accountability”, as it has been called, 
will vary depending on the maturity level of each child. 

 

 



Our Small Groups Ministry 

Sunday Groups:  The primary focus of these groups is the study of 
God’s Word. The studies are designed for group discussion and are 
always age appropriate. We have Sunday Groups for children, teens 
and adults that meet at 9:45.  

 

We believe that making disciples, caring for people and 
serving according to our God-given gifts and abilities 
happens best in the context of small groups. We are 
committed to the ministry of these “Radiant Life Groups” as 
the primary means by which we will fulfill the mission that 

God has entrusted to us. Our Radiant Life Groups meet in homes throughout our community 
on different weeknights and Sunday evenings, too, so there is sure to be a group that fits your 
family’s schedule.  Children are welcome, and they enjoy their own special activities during 
the adult meeting times.   

Our Children’s Ministry 

Our Children’s Ministry Director, Crystal Wix, and our Children’s Ministry Team 
seek to partner with families to lead all children into a growing relationship with Jesus 
Christ. 

“Real KidZone” is an exciting place where children can 
learn about God, His Word and His wonderful love.  
It’s a safe place where children can have fun, be 
creative and build healthy relationships with each other 
and their leaders.  It’s an awesome place that kids look 
forward to visiting each week!  Our Real KidZone 

Leaders are committed to serving in ways that are tailored to the learning styles and 
special needs of children. Real KidZone classes meet on Sunday mornings at 9:45. 

Radiant Kidz is an exciting time each Sunday morning that 
helps children see God for who He is, see themselves as God 
does, and love others the way God loves them. Our kids 
gather in the RLC Children and Student Center at 10:30 for 
refreshments before being led to the Worship Center at 11:00 
for the musical portion of our Worship Celebration. Our 
leaders and children then return to the Children and Student   
Center for their own special lesson and activity. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Our Worker Protection and Child Safety Policy 
Our church has established guidelines and procedures to ensure the safety of our children 
and students, as well as the protection of those working with them in any capacity.  
Everyone wishing to serve in children or student ministries must first complete a one-
hour Worker & Child Protection Seminar and provide the pertinent information necessary 
for a standard background check. 

 
Churchteams Child Security Check-in:  One 
of the top priorities during our times together 
on the church campus is the security and safety 
of our children.  This simple child check-in 

system allows our guests, members and authorized guardians to check in their children 
(nursery through 5th grade), print their name tags and receive a numerically matched 
receipt that will facilitate secure child pick-up.  Our Children’s Ministry volunteers are 
also required to wear Churchteams name tags that identify them as authorized volunteers. 

 
 
 

Leading students into a growing relationship 
with Jesus Christ is the heart of our ministry to 
teens (Middle and High School). We seek a 
healthy balance of discipleship, service, 
outreach, dynamic student worship, authentic 
“body life” and heart-pounding fun to provide a 
solid foundation for a life-long journey with 
Christ. 

 
Leadership:  Woody Clark and the Student Ministry Team 

Our students meet weekly in the RLC Children & Student Center each Sunday from 5:30 - 
7:30. 

Our Men’s and Women’s Ministries   
Our men meet together for breakfast and a discussion time at 8:00 on the first Sunday of each 
month.  They also work together on special events and community projects. Our ladies meet for 
mutual support and community project planning on the second Saturday morning of each month 
at 10:30. They also enjoy special events throughout the year, like the Ladies Christmas Tea. 
Some of our ladies gather for fellowship and prayer each Tuesday morning at 9:30. 

 

 



Our Cooperative Relationships:  Autonomous churches cooperating to accomplish more than 
we could individually. 

 
Southern Baptist Convention 
South Carolina Baptist Convention 
Columbia Metro Baptist Association 

 
Lottie Moon Christmas Offering (IMB) 
Annie Armstrong Easter Offering (NAMB) 
Janie Chapman Offering (SCBC) 

 
 

The Distinction of Membership 

Our guests and “Regular Attenders” are welcomed with the 
same warmth as any member of our church family. Our guests 
can even be members of Service Teams, although they cannot 
serve as the chair of a team. What distinguishes a Radiant Life 
Church member from a guest is a greater level of commitment to 
the mission of Radiant Life Church.  Church members are 
committed to: 

• Consistent times of corporate worship with their church family 
• Connecting with other believers through a small group 
• Using their gifts and talents to serve in some way 
• Faithfully contributing to the financial support of the mission and ministries of RLC 
• A basic commitment to God’s moral standards for right and wrong 

John 14:23, 24 - “If anyone loves me, he will obey my teaching... 24 He who does not love me 
will not obey my teaching.” 

Luke 6:46–48 - “Why do you call me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ and do not do what I say? 47 I will show 
you what he is like who comes to me and hears my words and puts them into practice. 48 He is 
like a man building a house, who dug down deep and laid the foundation on rock. When a 
flood came, the torrent struck that house but could not shake it, because it was well built.” 

Our Stewardship 

Our perspective of giving and serving is based on the New Testament principle of stewardship.  
God is the owner of 100% of all that we are and have, and we are privileged to manage the 
resources that He has entrusted to us, whether they be time, gifts and talents or financial 
resources.   

 

Special Offerings 



 Why We Give and Serve 

Our motivation for being faithful stewards is not the “old way of the written code”, 
but the “new way of the Spirit”. (Romans 7:6)  It is our love and devotion for Jesus 
Christ that compels us to be faithful in fulfilling our roles in the Body of Christ and in 
giving to support the work of the Kingdom of God, according to how He has 
prospered each one of us. (2 Corinthians 5:14; Acts 16:2)   

 Why We Do Not Emphasize Tithing 

Although we see examples of tithing in the Bible prior to its requirement as a part of 
the Mosaic Law, we see no examples or teaching with regards to tithing in the New 
Testament.  We believe that this omission is consistent with the overall teaching of 
both Jesus and the Apostles that the church was not to be governed by the “old way of 
the written code” (the Law), but by the “new way of the Spirit” (Romans 7:6).  Some 
Christians point to this fact as a license to be unfaithful in their financial support of 
God’s Kingdom work through the local church.  However, the consistent teaching of 
Jesus was that His followers should go beyond the minimum requirements of the 
Law. (See Matthew 5) 

The truth is that 100% of our income belongs to God…we are only stewards of it!  
Furthermore, every example of faithful stewardship in the New Testament is 
characterized by wise money management and sacrificial giving beyond the 10% 
required by the Old Covenant Law.  The Apostle Paul stressed that the condition of 
our personal relationship with God was reflected in our faithfulness as stewards: 

“Out of the most severe trial, their overflowing joy and their extreme poverty welled 
up in rich generosity. 3 For I testify that they gave as much as they were able, and 
even beyond their ability. Entirely on their own, 4 they urgently pleaded with us for 
the privilege of sharing in this service to the saints. 5 And they did not do as we 
expected, but they gave themselves first to the Lord and then to us in keeping with 
God’s will.”(2 Corinthians 8:2-5) 

In fact, Paul goes on to say that our ability to give sacrificially like the Macedonian 
Christians depended upon the empowering grace of God in our lives as believers: 
“But just as you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in complete 
earnestness and in your love for us— see that you also excel in this grace of giving.” 
(2 Corinthians 8:7) 

For this reason, we believe that faithful stewardship in the area of giving is 
primarily a spiritual matter, not a financial one.  Every member of Radiant Life 
Church is called to invest their time, talents and financial resources as a reflection of 
their devotion and love for Jesus. 

 The Ways We Give 
o General Offerings:  This is the most common type of giving through the 

church.  These offerings allow us to finance the ministries of the church and 
our operational expenses. 



! Offering Envelopes (checks and cash) 
! Personal Checks (with address information when not using an offering 

envelope) 
! Online Giving:  One-time and recurring contributions through our online 

giving service has many advantages: 

• It is easy and convenient. Online contributions can be made from 
practically anywhere using your computer, smart phone or tablet 
device. Our online giving service is simple and extremely easy to use. 

• It is secure.  Online giving is managed by Ardent Payment Solutions, 
and it features end-to-end encryption security just like the online 
banking services provided by your bank. 

• It is intentional. Online giving is a helpful tool for responding to 
God’s leading in the area of financial stewardship. It allows you to 
setup both recurring and one-time contributions. 

• It protects the church.  Holiday and vacation seasons usually bring 
lower worship attendance and reduced giving as families are traveling 
more.  Even bad weather can result in a giving shortfall for a church. 
Online giving can reduce the impact of sporadic giving patterns 
normally associated with these situations. 

• How to Get Started: 
o Click on the $ symbol at the top-right portion of our church 

website (www.BeRadiant.cc) 

o Find your name in the system or click to create an account. 
o Select the “Recurring type” (one-time or recurring contributions). 

o Choose a contribution date(s). 
o Enter a contribution amount. 

o Enter an email address and password for your account (first time 
setup) 

o Click the continue button and follow the prompts to complete the 
giving process. 

o A contribution receipt will be sent to your email address. 
o Designated Offerings:  These offerings are restricted by the donor to be used 

for a specific purpose and are generally given above and beyond our General 
Offerings. The church cannot use these funds for any other purpose unless 
expressly permitted by the donor. 

 

 
 

 



Radiant Life Church 
Statement of Commitment for Church Members 

 
Having completed the Discovery Class for New Member Candidates and being in agreement 
with the purpose, mission and strategy of Radiant Life Church, I joyfully commit myself to be an 
active member of this local body of believers in Jesus Christ.  I understand from God's Word that 
I am no longer a slave to the Law or to the sinful nature, but have been set free to serve God in 
righteousness by the power of His Holy Spirit. (Romans 6:14-18; 7:4-6)  As an expression of my 
personal relationship with Jesus Christ and by His grace, I will endeavor always to: 

 love the Lord with all my heart, soul, mind and strength, and others as myself; 
(Deuteronomy 6:5; Leviticus 19:18; Mark 12:30-31) 

 grow in the grace and knowledge of the Lord Jesus; (2 Peter 1:3-9; 3:18) 
 live in a manner that honors God and is consistent with biblical principles of morality and 

ethics; (1 Corinthians 10:31; Romans 13:13-14; Ephesians 4:1; 2 Thessalonians 3:6) 
 give myself first to the Lord and then faithfully support my church with my prayers, time, 

talents, spiritual gifts, and financial resources as the Lord has prospered me; (1 
Corinthians 12; 1 Corinthians 16:2; 2 Corinthians 8:1-15; 2 Corinthians 9:6-8)  

 selflessly love, serve and edify the body of Christ; (Philippians 2:1-8; John 13:34-35; John 
13:4-17; Romans 14:19) 

 seek the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace with regards to my relationships; 
(Ephesians 4:3) 

 appropriately share my faith in both word and deed; (Matthew 28:19-20; Acts 1:8; 1 
Corinthians 9:19-23 2 Timothy 1:7-8) 

 maintain unity in the essential matters of the Christian faith; (Ephesians 4:4-6, 11-15) 
 make allowance for liberty in non-essential matters of opinion concerning how Christians 

live out their faith before God; (Romans 14; 1 Corinthians 10:33-33) 
 and be loving and gracious in all matters. (Ephesians 4:29-32; 1 Corinthians 13) 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 



ONLINE RESOURCES 
 

The official RLC website (www.BeRadiant.cc) is 
the information hub for all the ministries and 
events of our church. Aside from being something 
of an online brochure for prospective guests, our 
website provides access to audio recordings of the 
Sunday morning messages and helpful links for 
downloading documents, signing up for a Small 
Group and logging into our Churchteams database 
website. 

 
Radiant Life has a simple-yet-powerful way to 
promote the ministries of our church, maintain 
accurate member information, view the church 
directory, sign-up for small groups and events, and 
much more!  Churchteams is completely secure, 

and it’s available to all Radiant Life Church members. You may log in to our Churchteams 
website by visiting the “Members” page of our church website and clicking the “Member Login” 
text link. Then enter the password “beradiant4him” to login. 

 

A RightNow Media subscription is free for all 
church members and guests of Radiant Life 
Church! This is an incredibly rich Christian media 
resource that features the very best teachers and 
materials for the entire family. You may access 
RightNow Media from your computer, 
smartphone or tablet. There’s even a RightNow 

Media channel for your ROKU device! Once you have received an invitation for your 
subscription, simply click the “Accept Invitation” button and create a password. Your email 
address will be your login. Visit RightNow Media anytime at www.rightnow.org/Account/Login. 

 
The RLC Facebook page is an important part of 
our communications network for members, guests 
and prospective guest. It’s an online portal for all 
the important updates on what’s going on at our 
church. PLEASE help us spread the word about 

Radiant Life by becoming a “fan” of our page (www.facebook.com/RLC4Him) and by “liking” 
and “sharing” the various posts. 
 

 


